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Radical Action Grants        
Funding radical environmental action in Aotearoa 

www.facebook.com/RadicalActionGrants  

www.radicalactiongrants.wordpress.com  

Radical Action Grants (RAG) supports radical grassroots environmental activism – especially climate 

activism – in Aotearoa. Aimed at groups less able to access conventional sources of funding, the grants 

give inspirational and thought provoking projects – usually done on shoestring budgets with volunteer time – 

a much needed boost. 

Read about some of the projects we supported in 2016 and be inspired! 

Students for Environmental Action (SEA) used their Radical Action 

Grant for their ‘Fossil Free Otago Uni’ campaign which called for the 

University Council to divest from fossil fuels. On 13 September 2016, the 

University of Otago Council voted to divest. The decision followed a long-

term campaign that was reinvigorated by SEA from July 2016.  

They held a series of workshops in the month leading up to the University 

Council’s vote. These took place alongside small, interactive actions 

around campus. Workshops 

included campaign strategy 

(introducing frameworks for 

campaigning), a media skills 

workshop, and a story-telling 

workshop. These small actions 

snowballed and created a 

significant amount of discussion 

on campus, with their Facebook 

engagement statistics at 80,000 

(up from 150 per post the week 

before) by the time the final 

event occurred.  

In May 2016 about 80 350 Christchurch supporters took part in the national Break Free event to persuade 

ANZ to divest from fossil fuels.  They blockaded the Riccarton ANZ bank, successfully closing it down for the 

day. One member was fired up by images from Newcastle Australia where thousands stormed the coal port 

- including a group of people dressed as climate angels.  A grant from RAG helped fund materials for eight 

angel costumes.  

About 15 people have now been trained to act as angels and/or be 

angel helpers (angels are silent – they just hand out gifts). The angel 

project has helped to draw people into the movement who are into 

street theatre, music and other creative actions. 

A Radical Action Grant was 

used for 350 Aotearoa’s 

‘Fossil Free Banks’ campaign.   

ANZ and Westpac banks have 

billions of dollars invested in the fossil fuel industry. They are also the 

largest lenders to the fossil fuel industry in NZ and in Australia. This 

means that they can literally make or break new fossil fuel projects. 

350 Aotearoa’s campaign aims to remove the social licence of the fossil fuel industry, by targeting the 

banks that fund and invest in them.    

The long-term goal of the campaign is to have one of the four major Australian banks that operate in 

Aotearoa commit to divesting from fossil fuels.  They will continue to work towards this goal in 2017, and 

have been joined by 350 Australia.   

http://www.facebook.com/RadicalActionGrants
http://www.radicalactiongrants.wordpress.com/


The Gecko Bag Collective is a group of creators, tinkers and 

doers creating Gecko Bags. The project aims are to reduce waste, 

raise awareness, and build community through skill sharing. Anyone 

can make a reusable shopping bag and sell it into the collective, 

and anyone can buy a bag and return it for a refund. In 

preparation for a big fundraiser launch Gecko Bags are asking 

community people and organisations to help sew 1000 bags. 

A grant from RAG allowed Gecko Bag to buy three sewing 

machines so they can provide community sewing lessons. See our 

next newsletter for a report on the launch!  

KASM (Kiwis Against Seabed Mining) raise awareness of the unproven and destructive practices of seabed 

mining, and they are also prepared for action when more applications occur. 

A Radical Action Grant was used to produce new leaflets, stickers and 

wristbands for use at events KASM attends and organizes.  Volunteers travelled 

to Auckland to participate in the Grey Lynn festival. They collected over 100 

signatures in the pouring rain, spoke to people, and handed out leaflets.  A 

group of volunteers participated in the SoundSplash festival in Raglan over three 

days. In rain and shine, around the clock, 10 volunteers engaged with adults 

and kids, spreading the word, collecting signatures and handing out leaflets.  

A number of families living around the Taranaki well sites are describing concerning health effects, similar to 

those experienced in other countries that have communities living in close proximity to oil and gas (cancers, 

leukemia, migraines, nosebleeds, etc.). There are currently no officially recognised effects on human health 

from the oil and gas industry. Taranaki Energy Watch used a Radical Action Grant towards the cost of 

contracting a health and contaminants consultant to design a study robust enough to produce the 

evidence needed to take to the Taranaki District Health Board.  

 

 

 

WINTER 2017 APPLICATION ROUND Opens 1 July | Closes 31 July 
Follow the instructions on radicalactiongrants.wordpress.com/apply to submit the application form with a 

brief group introduction, project description, and contact details for two referees. 

Grants will be given to upcoming projects and New Zealand-based groups only. They are intended to 

support materials, travel, publishing, and other expenses incurred in pursuing a particular project, rather 

than on-going or administrative expenses. 

Donations make these grants possible. If you’re keen to support grassroots activism in Aotearoa you can 

make a payment into Radical Action Grant’s Kiwibank account 38-9012-0085495-00  

Please write ‘donation’ in the reference field.  To receive a receipt, include your last name in the reference 

field and email us on radicalactiongrants@riseup.net  

If you can set up a regular donation that’s fantastic  

CONTACT US 

Email: radicalactiongrants@riseup.net 

Phone: 021 175 7484 (Francie) 

Post: Radical Action Grants, 17 McLeods Road, RD 1, Ross, Westland 7885.  
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