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Radical Action Grants (RAG) supports radical grassroots environmental activism – especially climate 
activism – in Aotearoa. Aimed at groups less able to access conventional sources of funding, the grants 
give inspirational and thought provoking projects – usually done on shoestring budgets with volunteer time – 
a much needed boost. 

A small Automatic Payment is an amazing way to support environmental activism in Aotearoa - We're so 
grateful to all those who give this way and make our rounds possible. One-off donations are also great. 

 

Read about some of the projects we supported in recent rounds and be inspired! 

 
 

In December 2015 Oil Free Wellington organized a water 
action as part of the Change Everything Weekend – “an 
opportunity to come together to korero, organise and skillshare 
across our different struggles, as well as take action.” The radical 
action grant was used for kayak hire as part of the flotilla. The 
event was timed to coincide with the end of the Paris 
negotiations and to challenge the narrative that the outcome of 
these negotiations was a success. The action was also a good 
opportunity to practice direct action skills as well as build 
community and solidarity. 
 
 
 

 
 
Te Ripo Kokohuia used their Radical Action grant to fund two 
projects. Their flax-roots organisation aims to bring about 
awareness, education and action in restoring the ripo (wetlands) 
in Kokohuia. Through collaborating with local artists to empower 
rangatahi they are focusing on self-determination and social and 
environmental justice issues within the context of Wai Ora 
(healthy waterways). From their grant Te Ripo Kokohuia bought 
rakau that will be used for the pou kaitiaki to watch over the 
waterways, these will be made public when completed. They 
also hired a marquee at the Pakaitore celebrations to collect 
signatures for their petition opposing the Karoro stream pipeline, 
as well as raising awareness on this issue.  
 
 
 
 
KASM – Kiwis Against Seabed Mining have continued their work raising awareness and informing 
communities around Aotearoa about the impact of seabed mining. Their chairperson Phil McCabe 
travelled throughout the West Coast of the North Island to hold public meetings on an application to 
remove 50 million tonnes of seabed from the South Taranaki Blight. Meetings were held in Piha, Muriwai, 
Patea, Wellington, Raglan, New Plymouth, Opunake, Hawera and Whanganui.  

 



 

350 Aotearoa used their Radical Action Grant 
to fund props and logistics for their Fossil Free 
Banks Campaign. Through a number of 
outreach, mobilization and public engagement 
activities as part of their campaign they have 
campaigned for the divestment of banks from 
fossil fuels. Over 1000 people around Aotearoa 
pledged to change banks from Westpac and 
ANZ. From this campaign Westpac have ruled 
out funding any new thermal coal mines and TSB 
has ruled out any new investments in oil, coal or 
gas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the theme of climate action, Climate Justice Taranaki, along with a coalition of climate groups 
organised the People’s Climate Rally in New Plymouth on the 21-23rd of March 2017. The programme 
opened at Owae Marae and included a blockade of the petroleum conference by nearly 200 people from 
Taranaki and around Aotearoa. The blockade was in place for six hours and delayed the conference. A 
‘Day of Solutions’ event was also held after the rally to showcase research and action that is currently 
happening as well as a public forum on ‘A Just Transition’ from fossil fuels. 
 
 
 
 
 

Frack Free Manawatu Action Group attend protests and 
actions on environmental issues, particularly on Frack Free, anti-
TPPA, climate change and ‘choose clean water’. They aim to raise 
awareness about the negative impacts of oil and gas, to facilitate 
representation at local events and to support similar groups in other 
areas. From their Radical Action Grant in 2016, FFMAG have 
attended a number of events including the TPP Roadshow, Global 
Frackdown Day in October and the Palmerston North Envirofest. 
With the funds from the grant they produced screen printed re-
usable bags, flyers and stickers as well as the provisions for stalls at 
events. 
 



 

Minewatch Northland (previously H Project) is 
a coalition of anti-mining groups in Northland who 
aim to stop toxic gold mining in Puhipuhi, 
Whangarei. They carried out an occupation at the 
local Citibank offices delivering their messages of 
protest in English and Te Reo Māori. They also left 
the company a letter and two bottles of water, 
one with clean Puhipuhi water and the other with 
polluted water to demonstrate the damage 
investment in mining can cause. Since the action 
the group has also given a farewell to the mining 
company when they removed their drilling 
equipment – however the campaign is ongoing 
and the group will remain focussed on mining 
activities in the area. 

 

 

From the Winter 2017 Radical Action Grants round 
the Kōhine Toa Krew received a grant for costs 
towards running their project ‘Moving People, 
Moving Pictures’. Kōhine Toa Krew is a group of 
young women who focus on Ngā Atua Wāhine and 
Papatuanuku, particularly around environmental 
issues. The kōhine recorded footage and images to 
display as part of the exhibition in the lead up to the 
election. Their focus on the climate in particular was 
expressed through this exhibition which aimed to 
encourage people in Ōtaki to be confronted with 
the issues of climate change, care for Papatuanuku 
and wider social issues. The group also attended 
Suffrage Day protests, screen printing for activism 
and Whakapūawai – Water is Life.  

 
SUMMER 2018 APPLICATION ROUND Opens 1st March 2018| Closes 31st March 2018 
Follow the instructions on radicalactiongrants.wordpress.com/apply to submit the application form with a 
brief group introduction, project description, and contact details for two referees. 

Grants will be given to upcoming projects and New Zealand-based groups only. They are intended to 
support materials, travel, publishing, and other expenses incurred in pursuing a particular project, rather 
than on-going or administrative expenses. 

Donations make these grants possible. If you’re keen to support grassroots activism in Aotearoa you can 
make a payment into Radical Action Grant’s Kiwibank account 38-9012-0085495-00  

Please write ‘donation’ in the reference field.  To receive a receipt, include your last name in the reference 
field and email us on radicalactiongrants@riseup.net  

If you can set up a regular donation that’s fantastic J 

CONTACT US 
Email: radicalactiongrants@riseup.net 

Phone: 021 175 7484 (Francie) 

Post: Radical Action Grants, 17 McLeods Road, RD 1, Ross, Westland 7885.  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/RadicalActionGrants/ 


